
2016 Softball League Rules 

1. The first team listed on the schedule is the home team. The home team leads in prayer prior to 

the game and the visiting team will end each game in prayer. 

2. Softballs will be supplied this year; the fee is included in the league fee. All teams will use the same ball 

this year, a new ball will be used each night. 

3. A minimum of 9 players are required to begin a game. You may add a 10 th player at the 10th  

batting position after the game has started. You may start the game with 8 players if the other 

team agrees, and the game will count as an official game. Less than 8 players will be a 

forfeit. Picking up players from another team will only be allowed if the opposing team is in agreement.  

4. You may have 12 batting positions in the line-up. Only 10 players may play defense, the 

other 2 players will be additional hitters. You may interchange defensive positions each inning, 

however the batting order cannot change. 

5. Line-ups should be turned in to the score keeper 5 minutes before game time. There is a 5-

minute grace period if your team is short the 9th player. At the end of the grace period, the team 

with less than 9 players will forfeit the game, unless the opposing coach agrees to play, and the 

game will count as an official game. 

6. All games will be 7 innings or 55 minutes whichever comes first. The scorekeeper will keep the 

clock. A new inning will not start with 5 minutes or less left on the game clock, unless the score is 

tied. If the score is tied, an additional inning will be played. If the score is still tied after the 

additional inning, a tie will be recorded and both teams receive a win. 

7. The "Run Rule" will apply as follows: 10 runs after the 5th complete inning, 15 runs after the 4th, 

and 20 runs after the 3rd. At that time the game is called. 

8. A person may play for only ONE team in the same league. Their name MUST appear on the 

roster of the team that they are playing for. If a player plays on a men's team on the Mon. & 

Tues. league, they must declare a team to play for in the tournament. If a team is short a 

player, and wants to pick up a player from a previous game, the opposing team must be 

notified and they must agree to play. The game will count as a real game if agreed by both 

teams. Please, no picking up players for the tournament games!!! 

9. Each team will have one captain who will be the spokesperson for that team 

10. To protest a game, the coach must present a written protest on the night of the game. A 

committee will be formed to review the protest and make a decision.  

 

11. All language should be that of a Christian. No language other than that will be tolerated. 

Penalty is ejection from the game and possibly the league. There are no warnings.  

 

12. Ejection from 2 games for unsportsman-like conduct will result in dismissal from the league 

and also from any other league that person plays in at HPFBC. Ejection from a game for 

unsportsman-like conduct will result in that player sitting out a full week of play in all leagues.  



 

13. Team uniforms are preferred, but not mandatory. NO t-shirts that advertise alcoholic 

beverages or distasteful messages are allowed. Coaches please monitor. Players must cover any 

inappropriate tattoos with clothing, pre-wrap, or tape. 

14. No steel spikes allowed on the playing fields. 

15. All players in all leagues will approach the plate with a 1 & 1 count. (1-ball and 1-strike). The 

second foul ball after 2 strikes will be an out for that batter. 

16. Rain-out decisions will be made by 4:00pm on the day of the game. Please provide a 

daytime phone number where the coach can be reached in the event of a rain out. Coaches are 

responsible for contacting their team members for rain-outs. Rain-outs that occur during 

the playing of a game will be handled as follows: If 3 or more complete innings were 

played, the game will be called and the team that is winning will receive the win. If less than 

3 complete innings are played, the game will be rescheduled and continue where the game  

was interrupted. (i.e. outs, runners on base, balls, strikes, etc.) If the coach is going to be out  

of town, please give the contact name and # in case of rain-outs to the league manager. 

17. Rosters must be turned in by the first game. Please list all players and subs on the roster 

with phone numbers. You may add a new player to your roster by contacting the league 

managers. Additions are allowed up to the 6th game. All players MUST sign a release form 

and be on file with HPFBC before they may play a game in any league. Players under 18 

years must have a parent signature. New church members may be added at any time. 

18. All league fees are due by the first game. Any unpaid league fees will result in a forfeit until they 

are paid. The league fee is $365 per team, made payable to Highland Park 1st Baptist Church. This 

includes the softball fee. Please be responsible and pay on time. 

19. If a team forfeits 4 or more games during the season, they are not eligible for the tournament.  

20. One re-entry per person is allowed in a game for substitutes. They must re-enter in the same 

batting position that they were in. 

21. Designated runners are allowed as follows: The batter must reach at least 1st base on their 

own, time is called and a designated runner may enter for the batter. It is preferred that the 

designated runner not be in the lineup. If this is not possible, the person who made the last out 

may enter as the designated runner. This privilege is only to replace an injured runner not to 

replace a slow runner with a faster one!! 

22. Due to an incident that occurred, we are not allowing any pets to be brought to the 

softball fields this year. You will see a NO ANIMALS ALLOWED ON THE PREMISIES 

sign posted by the bridge. Please pass this along to your players, friends, and family 

so when they show up and can't bring their dog/pet back to the games, they are not 

surprised. It has become a safety and liability issue. 

23. Mon & Tues Men's League each team has a 5 home run limit. Any home run hit after that it is an 

OUT. 



The following rules are additions for the youth and adult co-ed leagues. 

1. Guys are NOT allowed to slide, period! They may dive back to a base that they have over-

ran. Girls may slide, if they wish, but not recommended on our "rocky" fields. Attempts to 

"take out" a player will not be tolerated, that runner will be called out. 

2. You may have two additional batters in the lineup. One male and one female or 2 females. 

3. You may begin a game with 9 players. You may play with 5 girls and 4 guys, or 6 girls and 

4 guys without a penalty. If a team has 5 guys and 4 girls, an out will be assessed in the 

batting position of the missing girl. You may play with 8 if the other team is in agreement 

and still be assessed one out for a missing girl. 

4. Batting order must alternate: Male/ female or female/male. Two females may bat back to 

back. 

5. You may not have more than 3 males playing in the infield, and 2 males in the outfield. 

Pitcher/Catcher should be one male and one female, unless there are fewer males, 2 females 

will be allowed. 

6. Guys must bat opposite handed from what they normally bat. 6th grade boys are allowed to 

bat their normal hand in the youth league. 

7. Youth teams will consist of current 6th graders through students who just finished 12th grade this 

school year. 

8. For play on the small field in the youth league, all balls hit over the fence are 

considered a home run no limit. In the adult co-ed league, females who hit the ball over the 

fence are considered a home run, with no limit. If a male hits one over the fence, it is a 

ground rule Double, with a limit of 5 doubles per game. Anything over the limit will be an out 

for that Batter. The scorekeeper will keep a record of this. 

9. If a male batter walks, the next batting female may choose to walk also or she may bat. The male 

who walked is awarded 2nd base whether or not the next female walks or bats. A base runner 

on 3rd base may only be awarded home on a walk, if they are forced to do so 


